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I can infer that... because I see in the text that...I can also read between
the lines that... This ... is seen in the story when... Moreover, I can
assume/suppose/conclude/understand that bla bla bla from the fact that
bla bla bla
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I think that... for several reasons. I see in the story/poem that... As a
result, ... because... because of ... since...due to... thanks to... in order
to... the consequence... the outcome... the reason for... the cause of...
the effect... etc.
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I can see in the story that every/each time... repeatedly... in the same
way... again and again... in a similar way... we can see a clear pattern of
behavior... always... regularly

n»p2 nnfFo



IAYNN .12 Y7 I72INY MWD INXDN T'DN 22N ,21D0 DIRNN7 721N T'DN X7V 2D
NN 17TDN NXP 7Y NINNY DX 2D 7V [INAN N1'DA NINDY IN DID'0A NDT'N ,NMAaya
nn'AnY Thinking skills NP TIY 7Y 1X{P7 71200 NIN.ATIAY? ADITPILDMTOADN NRIYIN

.DD7 NDINNDY NYWI NINAZ IDNVXN

212D 0D'7'D2 ,D'DITY D'0ID] 7'NNN7 TWDN .ANllvn :Compare and Contrast
both... in the same way... in a similar way... similarly... like... as x as...
also... too... as well

NIN2N D'7'DN NITYD NIYY DD NN [1X7 JNIX D 1NN
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although... yet... in spite of... while/whereas... on the one hand... on the
other hand... still... unlike
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perspective... attitude... point of view... opinion... perception... it seemed
that... but
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I can speculate that... predict... guess... I believe that... will probably
(not)... can('t) expect x to...we see all along the story/poem that... so it
seems that x will/won’t bla bla bla
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A Summer’s Reading

Setting: A poor immigrant neighborhood in New York, in the summer.

George is a poor neighborhood boy, unhappy with his life. He is very
lonely. His mother is dead, he isn’t close to his father (for example, when
the father is too shy to praise him for “reading” or when George shuts
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himself in his room and his father only cries) and his sister. Sophie, works
hard at the cafeteria and at home and isn’t very warm. He left school
at the age of sixteen and has no friends. He doesn’t have a job and is
ashamed to admit that he has no education. His life is quite empty and
he spends his days reading some magazines or the Almanac, listening to
ball games, and sometimes cleaning. He is good at carpentry but does
nothing about it.

In the evenings, when he goes out (he is too ashamed to go out during the
day) to the poor neighborhood with broken sidewalks and no trees, he is
still lonely since people don’t recognize him or talk to him (we are told that
youngsters hang out near the candy store to emphasize his loneliness).
Therefore, George escapes to his shelter, the little intimate park outside
of the neighborhood with trees and flowers where he can sit and dream
about a better life (the park is the opposite of his neighborhood, with
privacy, trees - and flowers that can serve as a metaphor for his dreams,
since they are behind a railing). He thinks about the jobs he couldn’t hold
(clerk, delivery boy). His dreams are not ambitious: a job, a small house
on a street with trees, some money in his pocket, and a girlfriend (“so as
not to be so lonely”). Above all, he dreams about respect. His greatest
wish is to be respected and loved.

In fact, everything with George is about respect - at school, he felt the
teachers didn’t respect him and then he neither went to summer school
(because he would have been the oldest student), nor to evening school
(he didn't want the teachers to tell him what to do). He then lies to his
sister when he tells her he reads good books in order to gain her respect.
But in fact, he does nothing to really deserve it. Note that his name
means (in a Slavic language) ‘standing still’. We know that he is passive,
lazy, has been doing nothing for four years, etc.

Of course, the first time he meets Mr. Cattanzara he lies to him as well. Mr.
Cattanzara is like a father to him. He cares about him and when he was
a child he gave him warmth and attention (and sometimes even a nickel
to buy a lemon ice). He is the only one who is interested in George’s life
(in their first meeting he says: "I see you walkin” around at nights,” which
shows that he “sees” him and he cares about him, unlike the others in the
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neighborhood). Moreover, he is intelligent and has knowledge. Therefore,
George loves him and his respect is very important to him.

In their first meeting, George, being ashamed of his life, tells Mr.
Cattanzara he’s waiting for a job (a lie) and reading books in the meantime.
When he sees Mr. Cattanzara’s admiration (respect!) he exaggerates
(100 books!!!) although he doesn’t feel comfortable lying to him. After
Mr. Cattanzara spreads the rumor that George is reading, the boy feels
respected everywhere. People in the neighborhood smile at him and he
feels their approval. He feels so good that he almost stops going to the
park. At home, Sophie, proud of him, gives him a dollar every week that
he uses for cigarettes, beer, and sometimes a movie. Since cleaning the
house is always related to his mood (!) he now cleans the house every
day. He reads more but isn’t able to read any books. He doesn’t like to
read made-up stories, maybe because hating his own reality he doesn’t
feel like reading “fairy tales” about imaginary happy people and the
American Dream that is so far from his personal reality. (He has his own
dream - that he can only dream when he is outside of the neighborhood,
in the secluded park, which is the opposite of his surroundings. And even
there, he can’t reach the flowers since there is a railing!)

The second time George meets Mr. Cattanzara, we aren’t told what they
talk about but we know that Mr. Cattanzara doesn’t ask about the books,
which causes George to feel uneasy. He loves Mr. Cattanzara, and besides
the shame of lying to him, he doesn’t know what the man really knows...
and if he knows, what might he do? Wow! If he told people, George would
become the joke of the neighborhood. Since then, George starts losing
his good mood. He is afraid of meeting Mr. Cattanzara and avoids him
once by crossing the street, feeling like a dirty rat (knowing how Mr.
Cattanzara never tries to embarrass George [except the time he’s drunk],
we could suspect that he does see him but kindly ignores him). George
stops reading anything and hardly cleans the house (!). He becomes
depressed, unable to listen to the ball games since he “was sick of
the human voice,” which seems to be like a real sign of depression.
Howeuver, life isn’t so bad since he is still treated with respect.

The third time they meet is when Mr. Cattanzara is drunk and his truths
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